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About the Scholar: 
Scott is using neuroimaging techniques to look at structural and functional aspects of the developing 
adolescent brain.  He is interested in understanding the impact of binge-drinking on the development of 
the adolescent brain, and how changes in brain activity or structure lead to neurocognitive deficits.  He is 
also interested in how these changes relate to impulsivity and risk-taking behavior, as well as what impact 
family history of alcoholism has on these neurological and behavioral changes. 
 
Benefits to Society: 
Having a better understanding of the risks associated with binge-drinking during adolescence and the 
neurological and behavioral changes associated with adolescent drinking can not only help us better 
communicate with youth and parents about the risks of drinking during adolescence, but may also help us 
refine treatment strategies for youth afflicted with alcohol use disorders. 
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